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from any, material object ? How should he
know that space is as trim and tri-dimen-
sional as the discredited Euclidians used to
say it was ? If, on the contrary, my worthy
aunt, trusting to her longer and less am-
biguous experience of her garden, insists that
the earth is flat, and observes that the theory
that it is round, which is only a theory, is
much less often tested and found useful than
her own perception of its flatness, and that
moreover that theory is pedantic, intellectual-
istic, and a product of academies, and a rash
dogma to impose on mankind for ever and
ever, it might seem that on James's principle
we ought to agree with her. But no; on
James's real principles we need not agree
with her, nor with the navigator either.
Radical empiricism, which is radical agnos-
ticism, delivers us from so benighted a choice.
For the quarrel becomes unmeaning when we
remember that the earth is both flat and
round, if it is experienced as being both.
The substantive fact is not a single object
on which both the perception and the theory
are expected to converge; the substantive
facts are the theory and the perception them-
selves. And we may note in passing that